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Masking a Video in Adobe After Effects CC
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Topics Covered:

- Importing video clips into After Effects.

- Using the Shape Layer and Shape Tools.

- Creating a mask on a video clip.

- Creating a scale animation.

- Using the Drop Shadow effect.

- Rendering using Adobe Media Encoder CC.
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Start a new Project in After Effects. 
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Create a new composition by choosing Composition > New Composition… 

Enter a name for the new composition. Set the video width, height and duration as needed and click OK. 
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Add the video clip to be masked to the current Project by choosing File > Import > File… and navigating to the location of the file. 
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The video clip is added to the current Project and is displayed under the Project panel along with the Video Masking composition that was 
created earlier. 



School of Industrial Design ID 3103 - Intro to Computing I Prof. Tim Purdy

Right click on the video file in the Project panel and choose Rename to rename the clip. 
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The new name is shown only in After Effects and does not affect the original file in the computer. 
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Drag and drop the Original clip form the Project panel and drop it in the Video Masking composition that is currently opened. 
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Change the zoom level to show the entire clip. 
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Ensure that the Selection tool is active. 
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Resize and move the clip to fit the current area of the composition. 
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Reset the zoom to fit the current view. 
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Create a new shape layer by choosing Layer > New > Shape Layer 
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Select the Ellipse shape tool from the tool box at the top. 
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Set the fill color, stroke color and stroke width form the tool bar. 
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Click and drag to create an ellipse (hold Shift to constrain it to a circle) around the area that needs to be shown in a zoomed view. 
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Drag and drop another instance of the Original clip in the Video Masking composition. 
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Zoom out to fit the entire clip in view. Move the clip to the left to the position where the zoomed in keypad has to be shown. 
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With the second Original clip still active, draw an ellipse over the keypad. The video is clipped showing only the contents inside the mask. 


